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On  June  16  ciathreo-day  extraordinary  eeaalon  of  the  Diet  was  convened 
to  approve  a  number  of  official  measure*  designed  to  inten*ify  the  pro¬ 
secution  of  hostilities  on  a  far  more  effective  total  war  footing  than 
hitherto.  This  was  the  82nd  session  of  th#  Diet  which,  displaying  a 
remarkable  speed,  transacted  the  entire  scheduled  business  and  resolved 
to  exert  its  utmost  to  enhance  furtherthe  fighting  potentiality  of  the 
nation.  Premier  General  Hideki  Tojo,  speaking  on  the  opening  day  of  th* 

Diet,  made  a  seven-point  declaration.  He  affirmed  that  the  defense 
preparations  of  greater  East  Asia  had  tS'B  strengthened  appreciably,  and 
that  lippon  was  making  all  arrJ^ements  to  launch  deoisive  operations. 

Explaining  that  the  relations  with  th*  lanking  Government  had  become  atri- 
kingly  smooth  and  close,  he  declared  for  th*  first  time  that  independence  mould 
be  granted  to  the  Philippines  within  this  year. 

The  gist  of  the  Premier's  speech  followsl 

*  •  *  * 

The  populations  in  Malal,  Sumatra,  DJawa,  Borneo,  Celebes  and 
other  places  under  Hipponese  military  administrations  are  assiduously 
snt ending  their  cooperation  toward  Vippon.  Even  in  the  midst  of  war, 
they  have  been  liberated  and  aocorded  educational  and  cultural  blessings 
under  the  sympathetic  guidance  of  the  Hipponese  authorities,  so  that 
they  are  now  enjoying  a  life  of  hope  and  happiness  never  experienced 
in  th*  past.  It  is,  I  believe,  a  matter  of  hearty  congratulation  for  these 

Indonesian  people.  .. 

It  is  our  intention  to  go  further  and,  in  pursuance  of  the  aspirations 

of  the  native,  to  take  measures  atep  by  step  envisaging  the  partici¬ 
pation  of  the  native  populations  in  government  to  the  extent  commensurate 
with  the  degree  of  thiir  ability  in  th*  course  of  th*  year.  In  particular, 
we  intend  to  realise  this  state  of  affairs  as  early  as  possible  in  DJawa 
in  view  of  the  advanced  conditions  of  th*  island  and  in  response  to  the 
desire  of  the  people  there. 
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THE  Assam?  OF  GREATER  EAST  ASIATIC  NATIONS 


JOINT  DECLARATION  ADOPTED  ON  NOVEMBER  6,  I943 


"It  is  the  basic  principle  for  the  establishment  of  world  peace 
that  the  nations  of  the  world  have  each  its  proper  place,  and  enjoy 
prosperity  in  cannon  through  mutual  aid  and  assistance. 

"The  United  States  of  America  and  the  British  Bnpire  have  in  seeking 
their  own  prosperity  oppressed  other  nations  and  peoples.  Especially 
in  East  Asia,  they  indulged  in  insatiable  ag-Tersion  and  exploitation, 
and  sought  to  satisfy  their  inordinate  ambition  of  enslaving  the  entire 
region,  and  finally  they  came  to  menace  seriously  the  stability  of  East 
Asia.  Herein  lies  the  cause  of  the  prosont  war. 

"The  countries  of  Greater  East  Asia,  with  a  view  to  contributing  to 
the  cause  of  world  peace,  undertake  to  cooperate  toward  prosecuting  the 
far  of  Greater  East  Asia  to  a  successful  conclusion,  liberating  their 
region  from  the  yoke  of  British-American  domination,  and  assuring  their 
self-existence  and  self-defense,  and  in  constructing  a  Greater  East 
Asia  in  accordance  with  the  following  principles  1 

"1.  The  countries  of  Greater  East  Asia  through  mutual  cooperation 
will  ensure  the  stability  of  tt^r  region  and  construct  an  order  of  common 
prosperity  and  well-being  based  upon  justice. 

"2.  The  countries  of  Greater  East  Asia  will  ensure  the  fraternity 
of  nations  in  their  region,  by  respecting  one  another's  sovereignty  and 
independence  and  practicing  mutual  assistance  and  amity. 

"3*  The  countries  of  Greater  East  Asia  by  respecting  one  another' s 
traditions  and  developing  the  creative  faculties  of  each  race,  will 
onhanoe  the  culture  and  civilization  of  Greater  East  Asia. 

"4*  The  countries  of  Greater  East  Asia  will  endeavor  to  accelerate 
their  economic  development  through  close  cooperation  upon  a  basis  of 
reciprocity  and  to  promote  thereby  the  general  prosperity  of  their  region. 

#5«  The  countries  of  Greater  East  Asia  will  cultivate  friendly  re¬ 
lations  with  all  the  countries  of  the  world,  and  work  for  the  abolition 
of  racial  discriminations,  the  promotion  of  cultural  intercourse  and  the 
opening  of  resources  throughout  the  world,  and  contribute  thereby  to  the 
progress  of  mankind." 


The  Assembly  of  Greater  East-Asiatic  Nations  was  officially  opened 
at  10  a.m.  on  November  5t  1943  In  Tokyo.  Attending  this  great  conclave 
of  nations  were  the  Representatives  of  the  six  independent  nations  of 
Japan.  China,  Thiland,  Mane houkuo ,  the  Philippines,  and  Burma*  Also 
present  was  i»ubha8  Chandra  Bose,  Hoad  of  the  Provisional  Government  of 
Azad  Hind,  as  Observer. 

Representing  the  united  will  of  the  one  billion  people  of  East  Asia, 
the  46  Representatives,  Associates,  and  Observers  arrived  at  the  scheduled 
time  on  the  morning  of  November  5  and  entered  the  ante-ehamber  of  the 
imposing  Imperial  Diet  Building,  exchanging  cordial  greetings  with  each 
other. 
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In  the  center  of  the  chorabor  were  tables  laid  out  in  the  chape  of 
a  squared  horseshoe  and  a'ove  the  blue  woolon  cloth  covering  the  tnblos 
wore  the  flags  or  each  of  the  nations  spread  beneath  n  plate  of  glass, 
designating  the  -.oats  of  the  nepreoontativos  linod  up  in  the  order  of  the 
Japanese  alphabe  :. 

The  conference  was  oponod  at  10  a.m.  with  an  address  delivered  by 
Prime  Minister  Genei'al  Hidoki  Tojo,  the  Representative  of  Jason.  Nomi¬ 
nations  for  Chairman  were  begun  and,  through  a  motion  by  Prince  Jan  Yoith- 
aynkon,  the  The  Thai  Representative,  Prime  Minister  Tojo  was  unanimously 
olected  to  the  chair. 

Yith  Prime  Minister  Tojo,  as  Chairman  of  the  Assembly,  seated  at  ’  he 
head  of  the  sQUr.red  horseshoe,  to  his  right  were  Representative  of  China, 
President  Yang  Ching-woi,  Prime  Minister  Chang  Ching-hui,  the  Manchoukuo 
Representative  and  Prime  Minister  Da  Maw,  the  Burmese  Representative. 

To  Prime  Minister  Tojo’s  loft  wore  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  ^un  Yaith- 
ayakon,  the  Thai  Representative;  President  Jose  P.  Laurel,  the  Representative 
from  the  Philippines;  and  3ubhos  Chandra  Bose,  Hoad  of  the  Provisional 
Government  of  Azad  Hind  and  Observer  to  the  Assembly.  Behind  each  of  the 
Representatives  were  the  Associates. 

The  conference  concentrated  on  the  statement  of  active  opinions 
concerning  fundamental  measures  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  Jar 
of  Greater  East  Asia  and  tho  construction  of  Creator  East  Asia.  Only 
the  Representatives  wore  given  voioo  and  it  was  decided  that  the  Repre¬ 
sentatives  would  sneak  in  Japanese  alphabetical  order. 

During  the  morning  session,  only  Prime  Minister  Tojo  end  President 
Yang  were  scheduled  to  speak,  but  the  proceedings  progressed  so  rapidly 
that  Princo  Yan  Yaithayakon,  the  Thai  delegate's  speech,  originally 
scheduled  for  the  afternoon,  was  finishod  during  the  forenoon  and  that  the 
noon  recess  came  minutes  oarlior. 

The  afternoon  session  opened  at  1  p.m.  The  first  speaker  was 
Prime  Minister  Chang  Ching-hui  of  Manchoukuo.  He  urged  the  need  for 
Greater  East  Asia*  s  unity  os  it  v;as  felt  by  Manchoukuo,  the  senior  State 
in  the  Co-Prosporlty  Sphere. 

The  next  speaker  was  Dr.  Jose  ?.  Laurel,  the  Philippine  delegate, 
who  exhibited  his  brilliant  eloquence. 

The  session  came  to  0  rocos r  at  3  p.n.  and  was  resumed  20  minutes 
later.  Prime  Minister  Da  Maw,  the  Burmese  Representative,  expressed  the 
unflinching  resolve  of  tho  no?;born  Otato. 

This  completed  tho  speeches  by  the  delegates  of  tho  six  parrlc  . 
nations  ond  the  session  adjourned  at  LtjO  p.m. 

Tho  second  day  session  began  at  10  a.m.  November  6,  in  the  name 
chambor,  attended  by  all  the  representative,  associutos  and  obseiv..j  ;  , 

It  began  with  a  proposal  being  made  by  Prime  Minister  General  Tojo,  the 
Japanese  Representative.  After  nn  earnest  exchange  of  opinions  arrow 
the  Representatives,  a  rococo  was  called  at  ll:p0  a.m. 
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Joint  Declaration  Approved  Jith  the  recess  being  ended  at  O14O 

o.n.  Prime  Minister  General  T0J0  rose  at  O145  p.m.  and  reread  to  the 
Assembly  the  draft  of  the  Joint  Declaration,  which  was  welcomed  with 
gre;t  applause.  He  then  askod  the  Representatives  to  stand  if  they 
approvea  tne  draft,  to  which  request  the  Representatives  of  the  six 
nations  stood  up  as  one  man,  accompanied  by  surging  waves  of  thunderous 
applause.  The  time  was  O155  p.m. 

Flashlights  popped  and  newsreel  camoramen  ground  away  to  record 
for  the  eyes  of  all  future  generations  to  come  this  epochal  and  glorious 
moment  of  Asia,  this  united  will  of  the  one  billion  people  of  Croater 
East  Asia.  The  Joint  Declaration  (text  on  the  first  page  of  this  seotion  ) 
carrying}  in  it  the  supreme  faith  of  the  peoples  of  Greater  East  Asia 
for  world  peace,  was  immediately  announced  by  the  Assembly  secretariat. 

After  the  unanimous  adoption  of  the  hlstorio  Joint  Declaration,  Dr. 

Be  Maw,  Head  of  State  of  Burma,  rose  to  give  an  inspiring  address  in  re¬ 
ference  to  Indian  problems. 

Tracing  the  history  of  British  oppression  on  India  and  Bunfaa,  the 
ftirmeee  Chief  Executive,  with  his  brilliant  eloquence,  emphasized  that 
*without  India's  freedom,  thero  can  be  no  freedom  for  Asia."  Himself 
being  a  man  who  had  experienced  the  cruel  oppression  by  the  British, 

Head  of  State  Ba  Maw's  address  was  marked  by  warm  sympathy  toward  the 
oppressed  masses  of  India  and  by  his  firm  determination  to  drive  out 
Anglo-American  influences  oomplotely  from  the  region  of  East  Asia. 

The  Burmese  representative  was  followed  by  Mr.  Bose,  who  also  ex¬ 
pressed  hie  staunch  resolve  never  to  lay  down  arms  before  India  fei  India's 

___  *>» 

own. 

The  conferences  reached  its  highest  pitch  as  all  the  Representatives 
of  the  8 ix  participating  nations  and  the  attendants  listened  intentively 
to  the  stirring  address  of  the  energetic  Indian  leader. 

After  the  30-minute  speech  by  Mr.  Bose  and  its  Chinese  and  English 
translation,  Prime  Minister  Tojo  rose  to  proclaim  Japan's  readiness  to 
place  the  Andaman  Islands  and  Nicobar  Group  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Azad  Hind  Government.  The  statomont  made  a  profound  impression  on  the 
wholo  assembly. 

Prime  Minister  Tojo  then  delivered  another  brief  message  in  the 
capacity  of  the  Representative  of  Japan  in  the  Assembly,  expressing  his 
thanks  to  the  Representatives  and  Associates  of  the  participating  nations  as 
well  os  the  Observers  for  their  full  cooperation  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
Assembly. 

He  was  responded  to  by  President  <Vang  Ching-woi,  Chinese  Representative, 
who  on  behalf  of  all  the  Representatives  and  Assoc#tes  attending  the 
function,  expressed  congratulation  on  the  successful  conclusion  of  the 
historic  conference. 

Prime  Minister  rose  again  to  declare  the  adjournment  of  the  conference 
and,  thus,  the  Assembly  of  Greater  East  Asiatic  Nations  came  to  a  brilliantly 
successful  end  at  3*17  p.m. 

Representatives,  Associates  and  Observers  In  connection  with 
the  epoch  making  Assembly,  the  following  announcement  has  been  issued  by 
the  3o"rd  of  Information! 

The  countries  of  Greater  East  Asia  which  havo  been  striving  vigo¬ 
rously  for  the  attainment  of  their  oorr.on  objective  on  the  firm  basis  of 
neJr  "’-•ly  friendship,  mutual  assistance  and  cooperation  have  decided, 
in  oruer  to  carry  on  frank  discussions  among  their  representatives  ooncoralng 
t’e  successful  prosecution  of  the  ftar  of  Greater  East  Asia  and  the  plan 
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for  the  construction  of  Grrater  East  Asia,  to  hold  on  Assembly  of  Greater 

East-Asiatic  Nations  in  Tokyo.  , 

•The  names  of  the  representatives,  associates  and  observers  e 

as  follows  i 

Japan 

Representative!  u.  .  . 

Hia  Excellency  General  Hideki  Tojo  Prime  Minister 

His  Excellency  Admiral  Shigetaro  Shimada,  Minister  of  the  Navy, 

St  Excellency  Mr.  Kazuo  Aoki,  Minister  of  Greater  East  Asiatio 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Mamoru  Shigemitsu.  Minister  of  Foreign  Affaire 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Naoki  Hoshino,  Chief  Secretary  of  the  Cabinet 

Hie  Excellency  Mr.  Eiji  Amau,  President  of  the  Board  of 

Ilis  Excellency  Mr.  Shun-ichi  Matsumoto,  Vice-^iaiater  of  Foreign  Affaire 

Hia  Excellency  Ir.Kumaichi  Yamamoto,  Vice-Mini:  ter  of  Greater  East 

Asiatic  Affairs  .  „  _  # 

His  Excellency  Mr.  Dhln-ichi  Kamimura,  Diroctor  of  the  Bureau  of 

Political  Affairs,  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs 
His  Excellency  Major-General  Kenryo  3ato,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of 
Military  Affairs,  Ministry  of  the  Army 
Hia  Exellency  Vice-Admiral  Takazumi  Oka,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of 

Naval  Affairs,  Ministry  of  the  Navy 
His  Excellency  Mr.  Shimpei  Takeuohi,  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  General 

Affairs,  Ministry  of  Greater  East  Asiatic  Affairs 
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I,  Shlbatc.i  Kcscburo  hereby  certify  thrt  I  or.  officially  connected 
vjith  the  Japanese  Government  in  the  following  capacity: 

Second  Clcss  Administrative  Officer  of  the  7  nve  station  Bureau  of  the 
Home  ministry  in  Charge  cf  the  Homo  Ministry  library,  and  thrt  cs  such 
offioial  I  have  custody  of  an  original  copy  of  tho  docurent  of  vhich 
the  attached  document  consisting  of  1099  irges,  doted  1943-44.  • 
end  described  as  follows »  "Japrnccc  Year  Book  1943-1944*  .  and 
republished  by  the  Interdepartmental  Corr.lttt  e  for  tho  .'.cauls  it  ion,  of 
Forolr.n  Publications,  and  printed  by  the  United  States,  Printing  Office, 
is  an  exact  copy. 

I  further  certify  that  the  original  copy  of  the  attached  record  and 

document  is  cn  official  document  of  tho  Japaneso  Government,  and 

that  it  is  pert  of  the  official  archives  end  files  of  the  Home  Ministry. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
31st  day  of  Oct..  1946. 


Witness: 


lvuki  Kurctci 


/s/  Kosrburo  Shlbrta _ 

Signature  of  Officicl 

SEAL 

2nd  Class  Administrative  Officer 
of  the  Investigation  Bureau  of 


Offioiel  Capacity 


I,  Henry  Shim  .lima _  ,  hereby  certify  that  I  en 

associated  with  the  General  Heedquurtcro  of  the  Supreme  Commander 
for  the  Allied  Posers,  end  that  the  above  certification  mas  obtained 
by  no  from  the  ebove  signed  official  of  the  Jpenese  Government  in  the 
conduct  of  my  official  business. 


Signed  at  Tokyo  on  this 
31st  dey  of  Oct.  ,  1946. 


/a/  Henry  Shii  o.lime 

nj£ 


Witness:  Eric  W.  Fleiahei 
2nd.  Lt.  AUSMI 


west  loot  ion  Division  IFS 
Official  Capacity 
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